THE RELIGION OF ANCIENT ROME

Oontioversy is acute as to the interpretation of
these facts, especially m regard to the question
whether or no the spirits of the dead were actually
worshipped I would hazard the following lecon-
slruction of history as consistent with what we
otherwise know of Roman religion, and with the
evidence before us From the earliest times the
Roman looked upon his dead relations as in some
sense living, lying beneath the earth, but capable
alike of returning to the world above and ot
influencing m some vague way the fortunes of the
living, especially m relation to the crops which
sprung from the ground in which they lay At
first, when his religion was one of fear, he regarded
the dead as normally hostile, and their presence
as something to be averted, this is the stage
which gave birth to the Lemuria As civilisation
increased, and the sense of the unity of household
and community developed, fear, pioving un-
grounded, gave place to a kmdliei feeling of the
continued existence of the dead as members of
household and state, and even m some sense as
an additional bond between the living this is the
period which produced the sacra, pmvata and the
Parentaha When the 7ium<m-feelmg began to pass
into that of dens, m the first place a connection
was felt between the spirits of the dead and the
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